In Memoriam

SSGT. JAKE H. VAN METER JR.

May 8, 1943 – October 7, 1967

Killed in Action, Republic of Vietnam

Awarded Silver Star for Bravery

For gallantry in action: Sergeant Van Meter distinguished himself by exceptional valorous action on 7 October 1967, while serving as squad leader with Company C, 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry, during a search and destroy mission near Bong Son, Republic of Vietnam.  When his unit came under intense hostile fire, Sergeant Van Meter, disregarding his own safety, exposed himself to the heavy enemy fire as he directed his men into covered positions.  He again exposed himself to the hostile fire to draw the fire away from his men.  Observing several wounded comrades lying in an exposed area, Sergeant Van Meter moved through the open area and pulled the wounded soldiers to safety.  While moving the men to a safe position, Sergeant Van Meter was wounded, but continued until he had completed his task.  At this time, while delivering a high volume of covering fire for the wounded men, Sergeant Van Meter was mortally wounded.  His gallant action was in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service, and reflects great credit upon himself, his unit and the United States Army.

This Silver Star was awarded posthumously to Sergeant Van Meter and was presented to his mother, Mrs. Cora Van Meter on March 15, 1968.

Biography

Jake H. Van Meter Jr. was born on May 8, 1943.  He was a native of Slaty Fork, West Virginia.  He lived on Pleasant St. in LaGrange, Ohio prior to being drafted into the Army.  Sgt. Van Meter was a die cast operator for General Motors Corp., Ternstedt Division, from 1962 until he entered the service.

Sgt. Van Meter’s tour of duty in Vietnam began on October 22, 1966 and was assigned to Company C, 1st Battalion of the 5th Cavalry, which is a unit of the 1st Air Cavalry Division.  He participated in “Operation Pershing” with other members of the 1st Air Cavalry Division.  The operation evacuated more than 19,000 refugees from coastal areas, as well as inflicting heavy damage on the Viet Cong, according to Army reports.

On October 7, 1967 Sgt. Van Meter and his unit had been sent into the “506 Valley” area of Binh Dinh Province for search and destroy and rice harvest security operations.  While serving as squad leader, at approximately 2:45 p.m. he was killed in action by enemy gunfire during an enemy attack on his platoon.  He was twenty four years of age.  Sgt. Van Meter was awarded the Silver Star for his gallantry in action and bravery during this enemy attack.

Sgt. Van Meter’s tour in Vietnam was to end just 12 days after his death.  His mother, son and three brothers survived him.  He was laid to rest with military honors in the Gibson Cemetery, Slaty Fork, West Virginia.     
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On August 26th, 1999, Mayor Donna Stewart proclaimed, the week of September 1-7 be declared Vietnam Veterans Memorial Week for the Village of LaGrange.

Former LaGrange resident, Jake H. Van Meter JR’s name is inscribed in the Vietnam Memorial Wall.  He was killed in action on October 7th, 1967 while serving in the United States Army.  

He is the only LaGrange resident to appear on the Vietnam Memorial Wall. 

